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MORE  INTENSIVE  AIR  QUALITY  MONITORING 


NEW  TWO-LEVEL  SMOG  ALERT 


As  part  of  the  Air  Quality 
Ontario  initiative,  the  ministry 
is  providing  Windsor,  Essex, 
Chatham- Kent: 

a  third  Air  Quality  Index 
(AQI)  reporting  station  at 
M  erlin  and  double  the  number 
of  Ai r  Quality  I ndex  (AQI ) 
reports  per  day 


more  intensive  tracking  of 
environmental  and  weather 
conditions  in  the  south- 
western Ontario/southeastern 
M  ichigan  area  than  in  the 
past 


local  bulletins  to  medical 
officers  of  health  and  local 
media  when  Michigan  issues 
ozone  action  days,  followed 
by  smog  alerts  when  condi- 
tions are  expected  to  affect 
Windsor  and  area. 


On  M  ay  1,  2000,  the 
Ministry  of  the 
Environment  launched  its 
new  Air  Quality  Ontario 
initiative,  to  provide  better 
and  more  timely  air  quality 
information  to  the  Ontario 
public.  Some  additional 
features  were  developed 
especially  for  Windsor, 
Essex,  Chatham- Kent. 


More  intensive  air  quality  monitoring 

Ontario  has  33  state-of-the-art  air  monitoring  stations  in  27 
communities  across  Ontario,  after  the  recent  addition  of  nine 
new  communities  to  the  air  monitoring  network.  The  newly- 
added  communities  are  largely  in  rural  southwestern  Ontario 
and  high  growth  areas  in  the  Greater  Toronto  Area.  Data  from 
the  province's  air  monitoring  network  are  used  to  calculate 
the  air  quality  index  (AQI),  which  informs  Ontario  residents 
about  local  air  quality  conditions. 

New  two-level  smog  alert 

When  air  quality  and  weather  conditions  are  likely  to 
produce  smog,  the  ministry  takes  steps  to  inform  the  public, 
and  to  warn  the  most  vulnerable  members  of  society  about 
the  situation. 

The  enhanced  smog  alert  program,  which  came  into  effect 
on  May  1,  2000,  provides  two  levels  of  alert: 

Level  1  -  Smog  watch 

When  the  ministry  issues  a  smog  watch,  there  is  at  least  a 
50  per  cent  probability  that  smog  conditions  will  occur  within 
the  next  three  days. 

Level  2  -  Smog  advisory 

When  the  ministry  issues  a  smog  advisory,  there  is  a  high 
probability  of  a  smog  day  occurring  within  the  next  24 
hours.  In  this  event  everyone,  including  all  levels  of 
government,  industries,  businesses  and  residents, 
is  encouraged  to  lower  smog-causing  emissions 
and  people  will  be  advised  to  avoid  unnecessary 
exposure  to  smog.  When  the  air  clears,  the  min- 
istry will  issue  a  termination  notice. 


The  facts  about  smog 

Smog  is  a  mixture  of  ground- level  ozone,  toxic  gases  and 
airborne  particles  that  can  damage  both  human  health  and 
the  environment. 

The  contaminants  that  create  smog  are  released  during 
the  combustion  of  fossil  fuels  in  our  vehicles,  power  plants, 
factory  boilers  and  homes.  They  are  also  released  by  industri- 
al processes,  the  evaporation  of  liquid  fuels  and  the  use  of 
solvents  and  other  volatile  products  such  as  oil-based  paints. 

Ontario's  smog  problems  are  caused  by  a  combination  of 
local  emissions  and  pollutants  carried  by  the  wind  from  pollu- 
tion sources  in  the  United  States.  More  than  half  our  smog 
problem  comes  from  south  of  the  border. 

Ontario's  air  quality  has  improved  steadily  since  1988,  but 
many  communities  still  get  a  number  of  smog  days  each  year. 

Air  Quality  Index  readings  can  range  from  0  to  over  100. 
Categories:  0  to  15  very  good,  16  to  31  good,  32  to  49  moderate, 
50  to  99  poor  and  100+  very  poor. 

How  to  get  air  quality  information 

Via  radio  and  television:  The  M  inistry  of  the  Environment 
has  for  many  years  worked  with  news  media  across  Ontario 
to  inform  the  public  about  smog  conditions,  and  this  will  con- 
tinue to  be  a  crucial  method  for  communicating  smog  informa- 
tion. You  can  expect  your  local  radio  and  television  stations  to 
add  smog  watches  and  advisories  to  their  weather  forecasts. 

On  the  Internet:  www.airqualityontario.com 
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provides  current  Air  Quality  I 
ings  and  air  quality  forecasts,  as  well  as  information  on 
actions  that  can  be  taken  when  a  smog  alert  is  issued. 

Visitors  to  the  new  Web  site  are  invited  to  join  the 
ministry's  smog  alert  network.  Anyone  subscribing  to 
this  free  on-line  service  will  receive  an  automatic  e-mail 
whenever  the  ministry  issues  a  smog  watch  or  smog  advisory. 

By  telephone:  You  can  get  AQI  readings  from  recorded 
telephone  messages  by  dialing,  toll-free,  1-800-387-7768. 

Further  information 

For  general  enquiries  about  Ontario's  Air  Quality  Index,  call 
416-235-6051,  or  send  an  e-mail  to  officeaq@ene.gov.on.ca. 

The  ministry's  Web  site  is  at  www.ene.gov.on.ca,  or  you 
can  reach  the  ministry's  Public  Information  Centre  by  dialing 
1-800-565-4923  (toll  free).  In  Toronto  dial  (416)  325-4000. 

The  strong  and  continuing  dedication  to  cleaner  air  shown  by 
the  Ontario  Lung  Association  and  the  people  of  Windsor, 
Essex,  Chatham-Kent,  has  contributed  greatly  to  the  develop- 
ment of  the  Air  Quality  Ontario  initiative. 
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